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August 24, 1994

Federal commurlication Commission
Cable TV/Lease Access
2033 M Street SW *e04J
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC:

I am a Blij,c.;k-uwUt:!:d Low I>ower TV Sto.tion (W12CN) owncr in
rcnoacola, Florida. Race shouldn't mattp.r, but I think in my
~~~p. it may nave a bearing in my situation. I dn\ h4Viug an
eXLremely difficulties gaining acceGS to the cablo systems in my
area via LEASED ACCESS or other mp.~n~. Once it is reveale~ that
the stat.ion is J:)lack owned or the !JLul:jl:dmming is catered to t.he
African-American communit.y, there ~eems to be very littl~

interest on the p~rt. of cable officials. We have three major
ca.t>le systems rep~e~euLed in the Greater Pensacola area. None to
date has seriously dealt with me regarding qaininq ~~eess to
their ~~blQ systems. TWo of cable systems have not bothered to
return JIIy IlIdlly phone calls and letter:!!. The other one has
returned my calls and lettQrs for thp. p~~t two years. but. not: 1n
goOd. taith seriously offered reali&c.malJle .tales for lea.sed access
time. I was quoted a figure $48,000 a month to lease a channel.

Minority access to bruad~4~L media is very limited at heet. To
be denied <lcces:;; due to outrageous fees is "intp.n~ionall1

institution~l discrimination. Low Power TV has given women and
rn1nority YLVUPS !o~ the fir3t time in bro~dcact history an
opportunity to Qnter a field that is nnminated. oy whit.e males.
':T'n t:nke that opport.unit.y away by denying access to a cable media
tllQl virtually control the television viewing industry is like
bein9' gi"Qn the right to vote, hut. beinq accesse<1 poll t.axes thiit
only the privilege can affoL"u.. Small LF1'Vs and independent
p~oducers do not gcncru.tc the kind of revQnues to ~lI~pnrt.

outrageous f~p~_
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cable companies area not complying with tlu~ spirit And intent of
the law wi~h respec~ to leased access. They Tlnte Outraqeou~

tees to ke~p none·c~ble a£filiatA~ off ~he 5y~lem and not have
t..hem in diroct competit.ion with their channclc. ThQ cahle
companip.R are using the FCC's formula to j\lstify these outraqeOUG
f1qures and stating that the FCC is the reaSon they ~re havinq to
charg'c so much. 'T'he bottomline is that the oable cnmpan1es are
ucinq an outrageuus fees structure to ~eny access tu ~ cable
syst~" because they rather not have Se!Vic3s. Cable sygtemR
should be requ;.red serve the public interest.

tlMu::tl Carry" or reasonable Ill-eased Acce15s 11 riltcs are a mURt tor
cmall minority owned stalions. ~er.onally, if I don't gel some
relie! soun, I will be forced into bankruptcy. The o~erwhelminq

reasons given by a~vertisers fur not doing business with me 1s
simply because I'm not on the cable sys~em. The s~d part in my
case i~ that I liter~lly tonk my l1fe'ti savin9 in hopes of
pursuing the Amp.T.icanls dr~am, now faoed with a niqh~are of Lhe
pog~ib11ity of losing it all becausp. there 1s liLlle to no
gove~nmental protection to min1miz~ my risk in the LPTV or Leased
Aooess industry.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

(A). T11at the FCC adopts or requires Leasonable rate poli~y

for l@aRP-d access.

C~ble eomp~nies shoulrl not be allowed to charqe a leaRQd
access customRrs more thell1 what they pay a c~hle related
programmers fOl: their progranvning. f'or example, if the cable
cumpany pa.yc a oabl"'.!' proqrammer $O.OJ per aubscriber for
pro9'ramminq, then the leased access cust:omers should pay no more
than what the minimum rates the cable companies ilre payinq for
their programming. A policy on leased access r~tes should be
establishe~ some~hat similar to the policy established for
political candidates adve~tising rates.

or

(B)_ "Must Carry" for bona fide minority or women channelc

or

(C). Eseablish an incAntive plan for c~ble companies to want
to curry minority, women O~ educational channAls

Should you have questions on my pruposal, I morQ than happy to
respond. I ~an be contacted at the abov"'.!' number.

Sincerely,

U~~
Vp.rnon Watson
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